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Testing in BC –March 13th to May 19th

• Retrospective review of surgical patients until the end of April –5% of 
surgical cases tested, all negative ( cardiac, high risk surgical 
procedures)

• 10 positive “surgical & interventional radiology, endoscopy patients” ( 
7 days prior to OR – 30 days post)  4 hospitals 

• For one week period of time April 19-25th 4956 tests performed.   587 
were done in patients presenting to ER 
• 10 positive tests—incidence 1.7% 

• 6 large tertiary hospital
• 3 at one community hospital
• 1 at another community hospital
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Pediatrics: bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-
Site/Documents/COVID19_IPCProtocolSurgicalProcedures/Pediatric
s.pdf
Obstetric: bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-
Site/Documents/COVID19_IPCProtocolSurgicalProcedures/Obstetric
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Working Group
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Pre-
Surgical
Huddle
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BC Government Wish list
--May18th-June 15th, increasing capacity over 4 weeks to “near normal levels”
--Jun 28th—utilize private contracted facilities
--June 15-Oct 15th: incrementally bringing on additional capacity through:

-Extended daily hours of operation
-Adding elective slates to Saturday and Sunday
-Full capacity over July & August
-Opening “new operating rooms” where available
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COVIDSurg

Youtube.com/watch?v=wjcyQTyE9T4
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Take home points re Surgical Risk during 
COVID-19
• In patients with perioperative SARS CoV-2 infections

• High mortality (24%) and pulmonary complications (51%).

• Most deaths (83%) follow pulmonary complications

• Elective surgery associated with substantial risk 19% mortality

• Men age over 70 years undergoing emergency or elective major 
surgery are at particular risk.

• Adjusted Odds Ratio 2.3 ( 1.65-3.22)
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86 cases, most mild disease, 93% had fever +/-coughing +/-SOB, extending to severe myalgia, +/- general 
malaise.   Tested 1353 HCW – 6% incidence

110 cases, 84.5% had non-severe disease.   Asymptomatic carrier incidence 3/335 0.9%


